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Comments/responses to comments from/to Anadarko
The following comments have been submitted by Union Pacific Land Resources (Anadarko) or its
affiliates:
Owners
ANDREW
VOEKLKER;
UNION
PACIFIC
LAND
RESOURCES
(ANADARKO)

Date
Received
3/18/2011

Communication
Mr. Walt George,
I am writing to request that I be sent all updates and documents
associated with the Gateway West Transmission Line Project, and the
Sierra Madre and Chokecherry wind farm projects, both associated
with the Anschutz-owned Overland Trail Ranch. As you know, we are
an extensive owner of surface and mineral interests throughout these
projects, and will be tracking their progress carefully. Please use the
mailing address below, and feel free to contact me if you need
[business] input on the project or process.
Kind Regards,
Andrew Voelker

Response
from Walt
George

4/8/2011

Mr Voelker,
You have confused the TransWest Express Transmission Line Project
with the Gateway West Transmission Line Project. Gateway West is a
joint proposal of Idaho Power Company and Rocky Mountain Power
Company. TransWest Express is a proposal of TransWest Express, LLC,
a wholly owned subsidary of the Anschutz corporation.
I have forwarded you request to Sharon Knowlton, Project Manager
for the TransWest Express Transmission Line Project and Pam Murdock
for the Sierra Madre/Chokecherry Wind Farm Project.

TOM
8/12/2011
CLAYSON;
UNION
PACIFIC
LAND
RESOURCES
(ANADARKO)

Hello, would you be able to provide us with GIS layers showing the
exact route of the proposed and alternatives. We are landowners and
mineral owners who may be impacted by the project. If you do not
have those can you provide a contact who may?
Thank you for your time.

Response
from Walt
George

Attached are the shape files of the proposed and alternative routes
analyzed in detail in the Gateway West Draft EIS.

8/15/2011
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TOM
8/15/2011
CLAYSON;
UNION
PACIFIC
LAND
RESOURCES
(ANADARKO)
Response
from Walt
George

Walt, thank you I appreciate your effort to get these for me. I am going
to bug you further, does BLM has shape files for all the transmission
proposal that the SO is currently working on?
If so, are they available.
Again, you help is very much appreciated.

8/15/2011

TOM
10/27/2011
CLAYSON;
UNION
PACIFIC
LAND
RESOURCES
(ANADARKO)

The web site for the Western Governor's Association interactive
transmission map is:
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=
0&msid=109601044146441609486.000464de63f6ae648275
5&ll=44.871443,-116.806641
&spn=24.061618,57.128906&t=p&z=5
Have requested Gateway South and TransWest Express projects send
their shape files to you.
Dear Mr. George, please accept Anadarko Petroleum Corporation’s
comments on the Gateway West Electric Transmission Line Draft EIS. I
will also send, via U.S. Mail, a hard copy of our comments.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.
*****
RE: Anadarko Petroleum Corporation Comments on the Gateway West
Transmission Line Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
Dear Mr. George:
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation (Anadarko) values the opportunity to
respond to the July 29, 2011 Federal Register Notice of Availability for
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and potential
Resource Management Plan amendments for the proposed Gateway
West 230/500 kV Transmission Line Project (Project). This Project is
located in portions of Wyoming, Idaho and Nevada. Within Wyoming,
the Project encompasses portions of lands (surface and mineral)
owned by either Anadarko or one of its subsidiaries and has the
potential to substantially affect ongoing operations and prospective
development of oil and natural gas and other mineral resources such
as coal and trona.
In 2000, Anadarko acquired Union Pacific Resources. As a result of that
acquisition, Anadarko owns significant surface and mineral interests in
what is commonly referred to as the land grant which is almost 700
miles long and 40 miles wide and coincides with a portion of the
Project in Wyoming. One of the land grant's obvious characteristics is
the "checkerboard" pattern of land ownership where, generally, every
other section is managed either by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) or private interests. BLM authorizations for the Project in the
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checkerboard will impact Anadarko's current and prospective uses of
its surface and subsurface properties.
For the Project as a whole, BLM manages 43.5 percent of the surface
for which the Proponents will seek rights-of-way (ROW) authorizations
(Footnote 1). In Segment 3, this percentage rises to 51.3 percent of the
surface lands managed by BLM (Footnote 2). BLM's authorization,
should it occur prior to completion of fee mineral and surface owner
access agreements, will directly affect those entities in a
disadvantaged manner. In this instance, Proponent negotiations with
fee interest owners may be negatively influenced by virtue of the BLM
granting ROW authorization. BLM states that it will analyze the
circumstances under which private lands would be condemned, and
what the effects would be (Footnote 3). However, we are unable to
find this discussion in the document. Clearly, the specter that BLM
would issue ROWs prior to completion of access agreements for
private interests may exacerbate the need for condemnations. This
very important aspect of authorizing the Project must be discussed in
the document as well as providing an opportunity for public comment
on that language in draft form.
(Footnote 1: Table ES-1. Page ES-5; Footnote 2: Ibid; Footnote 3:
3.4.1.2 _Issues to Be Analyzed)
Additional information is needed regarding the economic impact
resulting from the loss of opportunity to develop fee minerals caused
by the Project. The document aims at resolving the document's lack of
economic analysis on the impact to mineral resources by suggesting
that the Proponents incorporate mitigation measure MN-2 into their
Environmental Protection Measures (EPMs) and apply it Project-wide
(Footnote 4). MN-2 states that, "An accounting of damages will be
conducted by the Proponents to current operators to determine the
potential loss of mineral resources. There may be mining claims under
the 1872 Mining Law that would have precedence over the Project.
Similarly, federal and state mineral lease agreements provide rights to
lessees that could interfere with the Gateway West Project. The
Proponents will resolve mineral claim and lease agreements prior to
Project initiation, as with site access agreements on private property."
Anadarko requests MN-2 be made a condition of approval for the
ROW and furthermore, it should clearly state the "accounting of
damages" should apply to all potentially recoverable minerals on
federal, state and fee mineral resources and not just current mine
operators. Resolution of private property mineral and access
agreements should also be completed prior to authorizing BLM ROWs.
Alternatively, the ROW grant should be conditioned to require the
resolution of private property mineral and access agreements prior to
initiation of construction activities.
(Footnote 4: 3.12.2.2 Effects Common to All Action Alternatives)
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Given past development trends and rapid advances in mining
technologies, as is evidenced by recent shale plays around the country,
Anadarko believes that it is highly probable that many portions of its
lands potentially affected by the Project could be accessed, within the
life of the project, for mineral development, especially coal, oil and
natural gas. Placement of transmission lines over minerals has the
potential to negatively impact their development in a number of ways
as more fully discussed below.
Transmission lines sterilize all coal or other minerals directly beneath
its ROW. Due to safety reasons, there could be no mining directly
beneath the lands covered by the transmission lines and on those
lands within a certain distance of the ROW, sterilizing even more coal.
Oftentimes, blasting activities are required to produce coal and other
minerals. However, blasting would not be able to occur under or near
the transmission lines further severing Anadarko's access to its coal
resources. If the ROW cuts through the middle of a mine site, it may
sever mine operations thus increasing mining costs. For underground
mines, the Project would sterilize the coal directly beneath the towers
as well as a distance laterally. Therefore, an un-mined column must be
left in place that is larger than the actual footprint of the tower. If
mining were to occur via longwall methods, mine operators would
probably be unable to leave columns beneath all of the towers.
Additionally, due to the nature of longwall mining, the ground would
most likely experience subsidence. Given this, longwall mining, a
sometimes more cost effective mining method, would probably be
impossible in the vicinity of the Project. BLM must fully take into
consideration the economic loss the Project will have on the fee
mineral holdings within the checkerboard given the likelihood that
these holdings would be used for energy projects during the life of the
Project.
Within the Checkerboard lands, the Gateway West Project area
encompasses, among others, portions of the Rock Springs Uplift, Great
Divide Basin, Kindt Basin as well as the Hanna Basin. These areas are
highly prospective for, among other minerals, coal. Anadarko has coal
projects in the Hanna Basin including Freezeout, Cyprus-Shoshone,
Rosebud, Vanguard and Hanna coal regions. These projects contain
several million tons of coal resources. West of there, Anadarko coal
projects include Continental Divide, Red Rim, Bolten Ranch, Creston,
Cherokee, Bitter Creek and Salt Wells. Within these areas are several
hundred million tons of additional coal resources. Further west are the
active underground trona mines near Green River. Each of these mines
contains multiple millions of tons of trona. A transmission line across
these mines could sterilize the trona beneath the line thus negatively
impacting the mine operator as well as the mineral owner. Anadarko's
status as a fee mineral and surface owner and affected properties are
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noted because management decisions made on federal lands can and
do impact current and future activities on fee lands.
To reduce the impact to Anadarko's interest we respectfully request:
1. BLM fully consider requiring shared infrastructure, where feasible,
resulting in co-locating transmission lines on common
towers/structures. This consideration should include the proposed
Gateway South and TransWest Express Transmission Lines.
2. That the Project parallel existing transmission line corridors through
the Checkerboard lands.
3. That construction of two parallel single-circuit lines should not be
authorized due to a 25% to 30% increase of additional disturbance. A
single structure should be used for these lines.
4. BLM address the steps it will take to preserve Anadarko's ability to
access to its trona, coal, oil and natural gas resources and other
surface and mineral resources. This should include requirements to
relocate transmission lines and towers and/or subside the surface if
necessary.
5. That BLM not issue ROWs until such time that there is resolution of
private property mineral and access agreements within the
Checkerboard lands.
6. That the Project follows established energy corridors.
7. BLM address, and provide the opportunity for public comment on
draft language for the analysis regarding the circumstances private
lands would be condemned, and what the effect would be.
8. That economic impact to federal, state and local taxes (ad valorem
and severance) that results from loss of fee trona, coal, oil and natural
gas production due to the Project be disclosed.
9. That mitigation measure MN-2 is made a condition of approval for
the ROW and that the language is expanded to include all potentially
recoverable minerals on federal, state and fee mineral resources.
10. BLM to require resolution of private property mineral and access
agreements prior to authorizing BLM ROWs. Alternatively, the ROW
grant should be conditioned to require the resolution of private
property mineral and access agreements prior to initiation of
construction activities.
Adadarko looks forward to working with BLM and the Proponent to
maintain reasonable access to its subsurface resources to the greatest
extent feasible. Should you require more information please contact
me.
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Public outreach notifications to Anadarko or its affiliates
Each mailing below is linked to the original file. EnviroIssues does not have a copy of the Nov. 2008
landowner letter in our records.
Date delivered
Mailing
Nov. 2008
Landowner letter
Jan. 2009
Landowner meeting thank you letter
Feb. 2009
ROE landowner letter
June 2009
BLM Environmental Assessment postcard
July 2009
Companies newsletter
October 2009
Segment 4 letter
July 2011
BLM DEIS early notification postcard
August 2011
BLM DEIS newsletter
June 2012
BLM newsletter
September 2012 Companies newsletter
September 2012 Companies e-newsletter
April 2013
BLM newsletter
April 2013
BLM e-newsletter
May 2013
BLM FEIS postcard
November 2013
BLM ROD newsletter
Meetings attended by Anadarko affiliates
Meeting
FEIS Public Open House – Rawlins, WY

Date
City
5/7/13 Rawlins

County
Carbon

DEIS Public Open House - Rawlins, WY

10/05/11 Rawlins

Carbon

Glenrock Landowner Conversation

12/17/08 Glenrock

Converse

Individual in
attendance
Ted Huss
Andrew
Voelker
Ted Huss
Tom
Richardson

