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Q. Are you the same Curtis B. Mansfield that filed direct testimony on behalf of 1 

PacifiCorp d/b/a Rocky Mountain Power (“Rocky Mountain Power” or 2 

the “Company”) in this proceeding? 3 

A. Yes. 4 

I.    PURPOSE OF REBUTTAL TESTIMONY 5 

Q. What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony? 6 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to provide an update on the Company’s Wildland Fire 7 

Protection Plan (“Plan”) since the Company’s initial filing in this case and to respond 8 

to the Office of Consumer Services (“OCS”) witness Ms. Donna Ramas’ proposed 9 

adjustment to the Utah Advanced Meter Infrastructure (“AMI”) Project.  10 

II.    WILDLAND FIRE PROTECTION PLAN 11 

Q. Have there been updates to the costs in the revenue requirement in this case 12 

associated with the Plan since your direct testimony? 13 

A. Yes. As stated in my direct testimony, at the time of filing the case in early May 2020, 14 

the Company was in the process of finalizing its Wildland Fire Protection Plan in 15 

preparation for the June 1, 2020 submission to the Public Service Commission of Utah 16 

(“Commission”). A copy of the final Plan is included with my testimony in this docket 17 

as Exhibit RMP___(CBM-1R).1 At the time of filing this rebuttal testimony, the 18 

Commission has not issued an order approving the Plan; however, no party objected to 19 

the Commission approving the plan.2 The Company is updating the revenue 20 

requirement in this case to reflect the final costs of the Plan.  21 

                                                 
1 Rocky Mountain Power’s Utah Wildland Fire Protection Plan, Docket No. 20-035-28 (June 1, 2020). 
2 The Office of Consumer Services conditioned their recommendation upon the Company meeting the statutory 
requirement of Utah Code Section 54-24-201(3)(c). 
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Q. What are the cost updates to the Plan? 22 

A. As I explained in my direct testimony, the 2020 and 2021 Wildland Fire Mitigation 23 

costs are included in the rates requested by the Company in this proceeding. The 24 

updated costs in Table 1 below reflect the refined program costs filed in the Company’s 25 

Utah Wildland Fire Protection Plan on June 1, 2020. 26 

Table 1: Wildfire Mitigation Program Capital Costs 27 

 2020 Capital 
Costs 

2021 Capital 
Costs 

2022 Capital 
Costs 

Direct Filing 
Total Costs $46,258,000 $49,857,500 $50,157,834 

Utah Wildland 
Fire Protection 

Plan HB66 Costs 
$37,381,417 $50,691,549 $50,134,094 

 

  The Plan costs were updated to reflect the availability of contract resources, 28 

material restrictions and permitting delays. Wildfire damage across the West, mainly 29 

California, limited the availability of contract resources. Additionally, internal and 30 

external construction resources assisted with storm damage repairs, including 31 

providing mutual aid to impacted areas outside of Utah. Material availability has been 32 

impacted by an increase in wildfire projects in the Western States as well as reductions 33 

in product availability due to manufacturing facilities being suspended or shut down by 34 

COVID-19. With wildfires still active in California, Oregon and Washington, the 35 

Company anticipates there may be additional delays in the planned work for 2020 36 

resulting in an additional reduction of close to $12 million, which would require the 37 

plan to be rephased through 2026. Mr. Steven R. McDougal provides the details of how 38 

the updated rebuttal costs have been included in the requested revenue requirement.  39 
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III.    AMI PROJECT 40 

Q. What does the OCS propose with respect to the AMI project? 41 

A. OCS witness Ms. Ramas recommends the AMI project be completely removed from 42 

the test period revenue requirement in this case because the project has been delayed 43 

and is now anticipated to be completed after the end of the test period.  44 

Q. Ms. Ramas, based on responses to data requests, anticipates only $12 million of 45 

the Utah AMI project to be placed into service on an average test year basis. Do 46 

you agree that this warrants a complete removal of the project from the test 47 

period? 48 

A. No. As explained in the response to OCS data request 5.16, the Company expects the 49 

AMI project to be completed by the end of 2022. In response to OCS data request 50 

11.1(b), the Company noted the completion of the project was delayed until the end of 51 

2022 due to cybersecurity concerns, vendor-recommended technology changes and 52 

COVID-19. However, as shown in the workbook attached to the response to OCS data 53 

request 11.1 and included here as Exhibit RMP___(CBM-2R), the Company expects 54 

to place approximately $46.8 million into service in the test period. While it is true that 55 

the entire AMI project will not be completed until 2022, the entire project does not 56 

need to be complete before the assets placed into service are used and useful in 57 

providing some of the benefits that I outlined in my direct testimony. The field network 58 

will be substantially complete by the end of 2021 and the system will begin reading the 59 

existing automatic meter reading meters soon after. Ms. Ramas gives no good reason 60 

not to allow the Company to update to the current forecast instead of simply removing 61 

the entire project from the case. The Company has updated the revenue requirement 62 
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requested in this case to reflect the current forecast, which is a reduction to the revenue 63 

requirement as discussed by Mr. McDougal. 64 

Q. Ms. Ramas points out that in the response to OCS data request 11.2, the Company 65 

stated that the eight benefits identified in my direct testimony are anticipated to 66 

begin in January 2023. Please clarify. 67 

A. The eight benefits I listed in my direct testimony are: 68 

1. Provide customers access to data regarding their hourly energy consumption, 69 

which will enable them to make more informed energy decisions; 70 

2. Provide better customer service by giving the Company’s customer service 71 

representatives information necessary to provide accurate responses to 72 

customer inquiries and facilitate customer complaint resolution; 73 

3. Reduce the number of estimated bills by providing the Company with actual 74 

meter data regardless of physical access barriers, bad weather delays, or other 75 

factors that can impede physical meter reading and give rise to estimated 76 

billing; 77 

4. Perform remote connect and disconnect at sites with smart meters that will 78 

enable service to be turned on and off on a near real-time basis without 79 

deploying employees to customers’ premises; 80 

5. Detect, react, and troubleshoot power outages in a more timely manner, without 81 

the need to wait for an outage notification directly from the customer; 82 

6. Obtain analytic information at sites with smart meters, such as temperature, 83 

voltage, and power quality data, which can be used to assess system 84 

performance and improve service to customers; 85 
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7. Introduce efficiencies related to automation that reduce the cost to obtain meter 86 

reads and perform service connects and disconnects; and 87 

8. Enhance safety and reduce carbon dioxide emissions through the reduction of 88 

vehicles used for drive-by meter reading operations. 89 

While it is true that completion of the project will allow all of the benefits to be 90 

deployed, it is also true that customers will experience many of these benefits before 91 

completion. For example, the first three benefits stated above are scheduled to be 92 

available to residential customers with new AMI meters by the end of 2021 when the 93 

Gen5 field network is completed in their neighborhoods. As stated in the response to 94 

OCS data request 11.2c, full AMI data availability, required for the remaining benefits, 95 

is anticipated to begin in January 2023 after all AMI meters have been installed. 96 

Q. Did the OCS raise other issues with the AMI project in its testimony in the cost of 97 

service and pricing phase of this case? 98 

A. Yes. In addition to the arguments raised by Ms. Ramas on behalf of the OCS in the 99 

revenue requirement phase of this case, OCS witness Mr. Ron Nelson presents 100 

additional recommendations and arguments with respect to the AMI project in his 101 

direct testimony that was filed in the cost of service and pricing phase on 102 

September 15, 2020. It is unclear to the Company why the OCS decided to split its 103 

arguments against the Company’s AMI project between two phases of testimony; 104 

however, for consistency I will address these additional issues in my rebuttal testimony 105 

in the cost of service and pricing phase of this proceeding. 106 

Q. Does this conclude your rebuttal testimony? 107 

A. Yes. 108 
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