54-8c-5. Exemptions.

This chapter does not apply to construction,
reconstruction, operation, or maintenance by
an authorized person of:

(a) overhead electrical, cable television, or
communications circuits or conductors
and their supporting structures;

(b) electrical generating, transmission, or
distribution systems; or

(c) communications, cable television,
overhead lighting systems.

54-8c-6. Association for mutual
receipt of notification of activities
close to high voltage overhead lines.

(1) Public utilities may form and operate an
association providing for mutual receipt
of notification of activities close to high
voltage overhead lines in a specified
area.

(2) In areas where an association is formed:
(a) notification to the association is effected

as set forth in Section 53-8c-2; and
(b) public utilities with high voltage
overhead lines in the area:

(i) may become members of the
association;

(ii) may participate in and receive the
services furnished by the
association; and

(iii)shall pay their proportionate share
of the cost for the services
furnished.

(3) The association whose members or
participants have high voltage overhead
lines within a county shall file a list
containing the name, address, and
telephone number of every member
and participating public utility with
the county clerk.

(4) If notification is made by telephone, an
adequate record shall be maintained by
the association to document compliance
with the requirements of this chapter.
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Working
near
overhead
power lines?

Here’s how
the law affects
you...

UTAH’S
OVERHEAD LINE
SAFETY ACT

To protect those working near overhead
power lines from accidental contact, the Utah
Legislature enacted the High Voltage
Overhead Line Safety Act.

The law provides that no construction
activity is to take place within 10 feet* of
an overhead power line until these two
requirements are met:

1. The responsible party must notify the
utility operating the line of the
intended construction activity.

The responsible party and the utility
must complete mutually satisfactory
precautions for the activity.

*For lines nominally rated at over fifty (50)

kilovolts, ten (10) feet plus four-tenths (.4)

of an inch for each kilovolt over fifty (50)

kilovolts.
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We’ll work with you.

As soon as you inform Rocky Mountain

Power of your intended construction activity,

we will work with you on appropriate

precautions. Our response may include any

or all of the following:

1. Coordinate construction schedules.

2. Place temporary mechanical barriers to
prevent contact with the lines.

3. Temporarily de-energize and ground the
lines.

4. Temporarily raise or move the lines.

Provision for payment.

The act stipulates that the responsible party
is to pay the utility for the cost of providing
the mutually satisfactory precautions.

It also specifies that the utility will start
the precautionary measures within three
business days after an agreement for payment
has been reached.

The act outlines civil penalties and other
liabilities for failure to comply with its
provisions. For your reference, the new law
is printed in full in this folder.

Contact us immediately.

If you or your contractor are going to be
working near overhead lines, please
immediately contact the Rocky Mountain
Power office nearest your intended job site,
or call 1-888-221-7070. If you don’t know
who operates the power lines in question,
we will gladly advise you.

We look forward to helping make your
construction activities as safe as possible by
meeting all requirements of the law.
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Overhead Lines

54-8c-1. Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Authorized person” means an employee
or agent:

(a) of a public utility that

(i) generates, transmits, or delivers
electricity; or

(ii) provides and whose work relates
to communications services;

(b) of an industrial plant whose work
relates to the electrical system of the
industrial plant;

(c) of a cable television or communication
services company, or of a contractor of
a cable television or communication
services company, if specifically and
expressly authorized by the owner of
the poles to make cable television or
communication services attachments;
or

(d) of a state, county or municipal agency
which has or whose work relates to:

(i) overhead electrical lines;

(ii) overhead lighting systems;

(iii)authorized overhead circuit
construction;

(iv)conductors on poles; or

(v) structures of any type.

(2) “Business day” means any day other
than Saturday, Sunday, or a legal holiday.

(3) “High voltage” means voltage in excess
of six hundred volts measured between:
(a) conductors; or
(b) a conductor and the ground.

(4) “Overhead line” means all bare or
insulated electrical conductors installed
above the ground.

(5) “Public utility” means any entity that
generates, transmits, or distributes
electrical energy, including any:

(a) public utility as defined in Chapter 2
of this title;

(b) municipality as defined in Title 10;

(c) agricultural cooperative association as
defined in Title 3;

(d) county improvement district as
defined in Title 17A, Chapter 2, Part 3;
or

(e) entity created pursuant to Title 11,
Chapter 13.

(6) “Responsible party” means any person
who contracts to perform, is responsible
for the performance of, or has control
over any function or activity at any
location.

S$54-8c-2. Notification to public
utility — protective measures —
procedures — payment.

(1) No person or thing may be brought
within 10 feet of any high voltage
overhead line unless:

(a) a responsible party has notified the
public utility operating the high
voltage overhead line of the intended
activity; and

(b) a responsible party and the public
utility have completed mutually
satisfactory precautions for the activity.

(2) 1If the identity of the public utility owning
or operating the high voltage overhead
line is unknown, the county clerk in the
county where the line is located shall
provide the name, address, and telephone
number of the utility’s designated
representative. If there is an association
as provided in Section 54-8c-6 in the
county, the association shall provide this
information. The notification required in
Subsection (1)(a) shall be given by
telephone or in person and shall include
the location and duration of the
proposed activity.

(8) Mutually satisfactory precautions
required in Subsection (1)(b) may
include:

(a) coordination of work, construction,
and activity schedules;

(b) placement of temporary mechanical
barriers to separate and prevent
contact between persons or things
and the high voltage overhead line;

(c) temporary de-energization and
grounding or temporary relocation or
raising of the high voltage overhead
line.

(4) 1If a responsible party is under contract
or agreement with a governmental entity,
and the governmental entity and public
utility operating the high voltage
overhead line have already reached
agreement concerning precautions,
further agreements for the activity are
not required.

(5) All responsible parties are obligated to
pay to the public utility operating the
high voltage overhead line the cost of
mutually satisfactory precautions,
except if:

(a) prior arrangements for payment have
been made between a governmental
entity for whom the work is to be
done and the public utility operating
the line or:

(b) the public utility operating the line has
not installed the line in conformance
with the National Electrical Safety
Codes or its preceding code in effect
at the time the line was constructed.

(6) (a)Unless other arrangements are

neces-sary, the public utility operating
the high voltage overhead line shall
commence the precautionary
measures:

(i) within three business days after
the date an agreement for
payment, if required, has been
reached; or

(ii) if no payment is required, within
five business days after the date of
the request of a responsible party.

(b) The public utility shall not be required
to provide the precautionary measures
until an agreement for payment, if
required, has been reached. Once
started, the precautionary measures
shall continue without unreasonable
interruption until completed.

54-8c-3. Information filed with
county clerk.

(1) A public utility shall file with the county
clerk of each county in which it has high
voltage overhead lines a list containing:
(a) the name of the public utility owning

the high voltage overhead lines;

(b) the name of any municipality, city or
town where the public utility operates
high voltage overhead lines; and

(c) the name, title and address of its
representative designated to receive
calls for activity close to its high
voltage overhead lines.

(2) In counties where an association provided
in Section 54-8c-6 is established, the
telephone number of the association
shall be filed with the county clerk on
behalf of all participating public utilities.

54-8c-4.Violation.

(1) Any responsible party who causes,
permits, or allows a function or an
activity in violation of any provision of
this chapter is subject to a civil penalty
in an amount not to exceed $1,000, to be
imposed by any court of competent
jurisdiction against this party and in
favor of the state. If imposed, the fine
shall be paid into the General Fund.

(2) Actions to recover the civil penalty
under this section shall be brought by a
public utility or the county attorney of
the county in which the violation occurs.

(3) A responsible party is liable to the public
utility operating the high voltage
overhead line for all damages to the
facilities and for all liability incurred by
the public utility as a result of any
contact if:

(a) the responsible party causes, permits,
or allows a function or an activity in
violation of any provision of this
chapter; and

(b) as a result, a physical or electrical
contact with a high voltage overhead
line occurs.



